An epidemiological study of inflammatory bowel disease in the Province of Granada, Spain, was conducted between 1979 and 1988. Altogether, 257 cases were identified: 167 ulcerative colitis, 79 Crohn's disease, and 11 indeterminate colitis. The mean incidence of ulcerative colitis in the 10 year period was 2/105 and 0-9/105 for Crohn's disease. This is the first epidemiological study in Spain ofthe incidence of ulcerative colitis and corroborates the results of an earlier population based study on the incidence of Crohn's disease in Spain.
The Province of Granada is part of the Andalusian region (Fig 1) . It has 194 municipalities and five cities with a population of over 20 000 inhabitants (Motril, Baza, Guadix, Loja, and the capital of the province, Granada). The province has a population of 782 568 and a population density of 62 inhabitants per km2. ' There are eight hospitals in the province including two private hospitals. Patients with any degree of symptoms are referred to hospital and endoscopic facilities are readily available.
The data used in this study were drawn from the inpatient and outpatient records of these hospitals. Results Table I gives the distribution by sex for patients with ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disease, and indeterminate colitis and the annual incidence. Figure 2 shows the distribution by age for Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. There was an increasing incidence for ulcerative colitis but not for Crohn's disease over the study period (Table I , Fig 3A and B 
Methods
Galicia" concerning the incidence of Crohn's disease. These are the only two population based surveys that have been reported from Spain. The incidence is higher than in other studies from Spain which were not population based. 13-15 A review of current world publications suggests that inflammatory bowel disease is most common in northern Europe, is becoming commoner in southern Europe, and is least common in other areas of the world.
Comparisons of rates between different areas are subject to certain limitations. The medical care system varies from area to area. This variation includes diagnostic criteria, diagnostic trends, and improvements in diagnostic technology. The impact of changing diagnostic practices cannot be ignored. It is important to register ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease patients and review both groups. 6 The time trend observed in incidence over the 10 year period suggests that the incidence of ulcerative colitis is increasing but not that for Crohn's disease. These 
